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cheng, as it is called in Chinese. The Dar ch'u passes
through the town and is spanned by two bridges. The
valley above and below the city is closed by crenelated
walls in which are three gates known as the northern,
eastern, and southern. The buildings are mostly in the
Chinese style of architecture, but many of them retain
some of the peculiar features of Tibetan houses, chiefly
the two stories and the flat roofs. The population, which
I roughly estimated at between 6000 and 8000, is, as might
be expected, very mixed, the trade of the place bringing
there Chinese from Shen-hsi, Yun-nan, and other remoter
provinces, besides large numbers of Tibetans and aborig-
ines from every part of the western border. This floating
population, which I have not counted in my estimate, is
quite considerable, and is greatly increased by the tea-
porters, bringing brick tea from Ya-chou and other locali-
ties, of whom at least four hundred come or go daily.
There are also eight lamaseries, two of each of the four
sects mentioned on page 217, in which dwell probably
one thousand inmates, besides a certain number of Bonbo
priests who do not, however, inhabit convents, and are
hence called ao-gomba, or "lay lamas? Ten thousand
would therefore appear to be a fair figure for the usual
population of this town.
An army commissary (Chwi-lmi<j-fu} administers this
sub-prefecture, besides forwarding all the money, supplies,
etc., necessary to the Chinese garrisons in Tibet1 The
post was a highly lucrative one on account of the large
sums levied as duties on tea, so that this officer made
some $40,000 a year. But of late a deputy (Wei-yuan)
i The Taot'ai of Ya-ehou supplies    saries at iat'ang, Bat'ang, Ch'amdo,
the funds for the garrisons in Tibet.    Lar^go, and Ui'asa are subordinate to
This town used in old times to be    the Ohuu-iiang-fu of Ta-ehieii-lu,
the frontier station.    The eommis-